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Veteran Indigenous affairs reporter Tony Koch emphasises the impor-
tance of respect, trust and listening in his journalism practice. This 
paper draws on Koch’s insights as well as recent scholarship on the 
politics and value of listening to support the proposal that Indigenous 
research ethics provide a concrete framework for improving media rep-
resentations of Indigenous people and their access to news media. The 
university ethics process cannot replicate the understanding Koch has 
gained from 25 years of interacting with Indigenous people and their 
communities. However, this paper argues it provides a pathway along 
which journalism academics and their students can learn to engage 
with Indigenous people, navigate Indigenous public spheres and pro-
duce high-quality reporting that refl ects Indigenous peoples’ aspira-
tions. Journalists within the academy, who are not subject to the com-
mercial or organisational pressures of the news industry, are especially 
well placed to collaborate with Indigenous people to develop new ways 
of conducting research and telling stories that privilege their perspec-
tives. Koch’s newsgathering practice demonstrates that many princi-







of	the	case	studies	for	the	News Media and Indigenous Policymaking 1988-2008	Australian	Re-
search	Council	Discovery	project1.	In	a	May	2010	interview	for	the	same	project,	highly	regarded	



















is	one	of	 the	key	means	 that	colonisers	and	 imperialists	have	used	 to	“take”	 their	knowledge,	











































































ston,	1991)	and	 the	Human	Rights	Commission	National	 Inquiry	 into	Racist	Violence	 (Moss,	
1991)	found	media	representation	exerts	a	powerful	influence	on	community	attitudes	and	insti-
tutional	behaviour	towards	Indigenous	people.	The	Royal	Commission	praised	the	many	exam-

















































Sensitivity	 to	such	 issues	might	 invoke	reporting	strategies	such	as	using	an	 in-
direct	 approach	 in	 news	 interviews,	 consultation	 and	negotiation	over	meaning,	









flow	 from	 the	 fact	 that	 journalism’s	 professional	 standards	 police	 and	 reproduce	 the	 conven-
tions	 of	 news,	 rather	 than	 challenging	 or	 exploring	 new	 possibilities	 (Gans,	 1979;	Tuchman,	
1978).	Threadgold	(2006)	offers	another	perspective	when	she	says	the	silences	on	marginalised	



































































































































a	deep	understanding	of	 the	 spirit	 and	values	 Indigenous	people	demand	 in	 research,	 and	his	
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The	NMHRC	guidelines	say	that:	
within	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	cultures	respect	is	reinforced	by	and	


































1.	The	research	for	this	paper	was	conducted	for	the	Australian News Media and Indigenous 
Policymaking 1988-2008	ARC	Discovery	Project	[DP0987457].	Ethics	and	formal	ethics	per-
missions	procedures	are	not	the	main	focus	of	the	Australian News Media and Indigenous 
policymaking 1988-2008	ARC	Discovery	Project	or	my	doctoral	study	Two Way Talk: News 
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Media and the Northern Territory’s Bilingual Education Policy 1988-2008,	which	is	part	of	
the	larger	project.	However,	both	are	underpinned	by	a	practical	commitment	to	Indigenous	
research	ethics	and	give	considerable	attention	to	the	issues	raised	in	this	paper.	Both	projects	
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